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i|3f; Jla|CastelU /gggsp. 

Take -aft>Ainericaxr>orgaiii2atioiK 
that pEeachesOiristianhy. ; i Gtvfr ij§ 
some U&rgoverament-|money; ; t<^ 
work with, dw§e ties to governments^ 
of th*TlriW»World nations where it’, 
serves^ifeowaSifcahd radidserviceV-' 
a S3L milHonifoear budget and 4,000-* 
workere-in 36-countries. LeExtbringl 
literacy^.* and a^healthy jdoserofj 
westenroflttue-~tdremoteJndiaik, 
' tribesrWhatd«Kyott''gdt? 

.. . vYddigeUheJVycliffe Bible Tran^ 
slatofsrand'te' two affiliates^-theS 
SuSaer institute of Linguistics;andr 
the‘Jhn|fe'Ai(r and Radio Serviceis^ 

Butsome'people, asking.thesame: ; 
queStionSirfiom^up wrtha different? 
answer — ■the > America n. QA.. % ; 7-.J: 

The^hargte that Wycliffe is a'GIA. 
•fronthas been made — and 'strongly 
denied -^ before, but never-as-dra^ 
matically ‘as;/ia : Columbia,- where a> 
band ot guenlTas kidnapped a- Wye-;.; 
liffe worker;:28-year-pld Chester-A.-' 
Bittermah llt'dn ‘Jan. 19 and threat-^ 
.ened to kilt him if his organization^ 
didnot leave tbe.countryby Feb.-19s2. 
' The'guerillaS," who have since ex^* 
tended the deadline, said the-mstP 
tute was-t-a mask of th e'CIA^ to" 
establish armilitar^ espionage operas 
tioBr«»*weUras the search ancLex-Z 
ploi tation of o'nr natural resources.’- v 
■ JBilje^man-and » his-.wife^began- 
work.injCbiumbia in/fffirTtfeTtXyC 
' smainiaughters:;liveTthere with 
rhem^ 

.»V, Wycliffe is relying oK&byenweSt: 

. jeffori^'to. win Bittennan’s^ release^ 
*butit willnotjeave Columbia' oyhere 
. it has operated for,19‘yea^. acc6rdr 1 ; 
• ing to mokeswomMtB^^Blafr,^; 
CiZ rWedon’t wantiodeave thepeople/ 
_;we’re. trying to serve ’'jhe saidt“And ' 
-to-yieid here ^uld jeopardize other ~ 
“people in all out other countries and ; 
■^people in otherdrganizationsi'Weal^ 
"sdieel we peet^tp,be t fajthfnlto die-; 
_^rd;in this anonotr^3ared^V. 
‘-. Wycliffe;! a, f iion'deno'minatidHai; 
'nonecclesiastical .evangelicalorga- 
>n£zation,'is based, in.;Huntmgtoai 
iBeach,CaliJf.It was named after. John j 
Wycliffe, a>14th Century English Bi-^ 
blettanslajor.'The'orgaUization was* 
founded in i9&;by Ca’meronj 
Townsend, who£at aCstiUTruna'inJi 


- -Townsend had traveled, to Central, 
t America as a college student in 1917 
' yand- found .that many small- tribes 
^spofe langiiages other than theirna- 
,'tion's official language: - He 'then 
spent 12 years reducing the. spoken; 
language of the Cakchiquwl Tribe of 
Guatemala to a written language,- fi- . 

' nallyi producing a. New Testament 
■translation., *, 7: -,.r\ ' 

•ir -Townsend- was. committed to' the 
fb'iblibaV notion that Christ called for . 
every person on Earth- torhear. the - 
Gbspel andfduhded Wycliffe to tran-. 
£sla't$jhe Bibleinto even theniost oh; 
-scur&Iangua'ge. .... , 
y The organization has - snow * 
^catalogued 5, 103:Ianguages,"some or 
?; them spoken by-fewer than 100 peo- 
7-ple/It has producedBiblesin 800 lan-i 
•i'gnages and is working oh 650 more-: 
b translations. Wycliffe has produced ! 
^ the* first writtefi _ fonn of many of ^ 
; -those languages;" ;‘3sv£Sj : -i • v? 

fi; -“We're alphabet-makers, 1 ”. . said ? 
feBIair, who said most of the people'. 
i?JVycliffe series /are . “isolated geo- 
^graphically’’ and culturally from the 
7 ‘rest of their. country. 

y it A typical team from* the Summer 
7 Institute of Linguistics,: Which does 
the actual 'field work; -isb; married, 
".couple ortwo single women who live’ 
t with : „ an2 . “indigenous ^language 
7 group” (some • object* to >the label 
; “tribe”) for.the 15-20 years it takes* 
pto complete*its :wprk, Blaff^said.^; 

A|- She said, the team prodUces-prim.-;: 
ers and othereducational- materials^ 
a dictionary — sometimes, if the peo- 
-Jple’wantitipfovidmga bridge tothe^ 
."national h^gnage — and aNeiyTesA 
•vjtament translation-vr - ■ 

4p.-.tast year.tlie Institute won the In—’ 
C-teriiatiohal i'sReading ‘ Association 
^Award presented by UNESCO Tor its: 
Vork in Papuai.New Guinea. The in- 
1 istiftite-has begun a major literacy, 
project in the Sudan, with a $1.4 mil- 
lion grant from the.irS.‘Agdncy for 
international "Development tprovid- 
•ing*27 percenttof the ■ecvtit&ZASA 


r Wyclfffe’s critics — including a 
national association'of anthwpolo- ! 
gists from . Mexico, some -Indian 
tribes and som&nonevangelical mis- 
sionaries — accuse the organization. 
of “cultural, fmperialism.% under; ? 
mining the b'aS®fc; cultures “of .the" 
groups they helpi-tTheyhave a very ■ 
•gringo* image, ”;^aid -one Catholicr 
missionary^'- 

"■ Blair counters that"putting an ; un- 
writteniianguage enfpa^tHr<-“pre> 
serves a chi tore.” . . '. # ‘ 

Cultures change all the'time.'she 
said, and remote tribal 'cultures are 
changed • by their contact with- the 
.outside world. Wyclif fe’s work helps - 
them,, cope with. that-. contact and' 

. change, she said; "i. 

AShe said Wycliffe does not prosely- 
tize, but simply; presen ts tbe New 
Testament and • offers; people a* 
choice. -Wade Coggins^ director of 
the 83-member Evangelical Foreign 
Mission Association, says his group’s . 
members regard Wycliffe highly.,-... 

Ruthann Geib, who' runs the Sum-, 
mer Institute for Linguistics’ liaison 
office in Washington, said in an in- 
terview that the institute has been 
asked to leave Mexico, Peru and Pa- 
nama because of criticism, but that 
all three governments had later in-! 
vited it back in for new projects after ’ 
the [institute beefed up its govern- 
ment-relations efforte-^j r >§} - \ 
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